
 NURSERY HOME LEARNING  w/c 1st February 

Monday 
This week, our new sound is ‘r’.  Watch the video on Tapestry to 
see me introducing the sound.  Have a go at writing ‘r’ yourself.  
Write it in the air with your finger – start at the top, go straight 
down, up again, over and flick!  Have a look at the picture on 
Tapestry – how many things can you spot that begin with the 
sound ‘r’?  Can you see a rabbit?  Robin?  Rocking horse?  Does 
anybody in your family have a name that begins with the sound 
‘r’?  Try writing or painting the sound ‘r’, or get out some flour, 
shaving foam, glitter or sand to write in with your finger.  Make a 
collection of things beginning with ‘r’, or draw or paint a picture 
of something beginning with ‘r’.  Perhaps today you might like to 
build a rrrrrrrr…..robot from things you have at home.  I have also 
attached an activity sheet on Tapestry for you to try.  If you’re 
feeling super clever today, you might like to have a go at writing 
‘rat’ and ‘ran’ – watch the second video to see me talking you 
through what we need to do. 

Tuesday This week, we are going to be learning all about Chinese New 
Year, which will be celebrated on 12th February this year.  I’ve 
made a quick video to introduce the topic – watch it on Tapestry.  
Now have a look at the CBeebies website, here 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year 
There are two video clips for you to watch her, which tell you all 
about how some children in England celebrate Chinese New 
Year. Once you have watched the videos, you might like to talk to 
your grown up about what you’ve seen.  What do you celebrate 
at home?  The children in the video put up decorations, and have 
new clothes at New Year – is there a special time for your family 
when you do similar things?  There are lots of activities you might 
like to have a go at today – you might like to try the Chinese 
dragon handprint activity, which you can find on the same 
webpage.  Or you could make some Chinese lanterns – I will pop 
instructions on Tapestry. These are great for scissor practice! You 
could also make some greetings cards, and send them to your 
friends or family.  See if you can write the name of the person 
you are sending it to as well as your own name inside. 

Wednesday According to Chinese tradition, each new year is named after an 
animal.  This year is the Year of the Ox.  See if your adult can help 
you to find out which animal’s year you were born in!  There is a 
very old Chinese story that tells us how the order in which the 
years were named was decided.  The animals had a race across 
the river!  Watch the video on Tapestry to hear me telling you 
the story.  I have also put a powerpoint of the story on, so that 
you can look at it together at your own pace.  Once you have 
watched the story, have a look at the animal number cards I’ve 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/chinese-new-year


attached.  Cut them all out and give them a muddle.  Can you put 
them back in the right order to show who came where in the 
race?  You might like to stick them onto the accompanying sheet. 

Thursday In Hong Kong, there is a very famous ancient banyan tree, which 
is known as The Wishing Tree.  You can see a picture of it here  
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/make-a-wishing-tree 
At New Year, people write their wishes on special red paper, tie 
them to oranges, and throw them up into the tree – if they stick, 
legend has it that your wish will come true!  What would you 
wish for if you visited the wishing tree?  Is there something that 
you would love to happen this year?  Somewhere you want to 
go?  Somebody you would love to see?  Have a go at writing your 
wish down – you can use the template on Tapestry, or just a 
piece of paper you have at home.  Remember to say the whole 
sentence that you want to write, then say each word, and listen 
out for any sounds that you know.  Now, tie your wish to an 
orange or apple, and if you have a tree in your garden (and your 
grown up is happy for you to) throw your wish up into your tree!  
Did it stick?!  If you don’t have a tree, you might like to pick up a 
stick with some twigs when you go out for a walk, and make your 
own tree at home, and tie your wish to it. 

Friday In Nursery and Reception, we practise subitising – this means being 
able to recognise a small quantity instantly without having to count.  
For example, looking at a die and knowing the patterns for each 
number without counting the dots every time.  Watch the video on 
Tapestry where we’ll play a quick game.  There are a number of 
activities you can do to practise this skill at home.  You could play a 
board game together, and see if your child can recognise the number 
they have thrown on the die.  Or put out a plate, and ask your child to 
close their eyes.  Put a small number (under 5) of objects on the plate – 
get your child to open their eyes and tell you quickly how many things 
there are.  Or draw dots on cards, and see if your child can order them 
quickly without counting the dots each time.  I have also attached a 
‘colour by number’ subitising activity on Tapestry. 
 

 

Other things to do this week –  

• Watch a Chinese dragon or lion dance and listen to the lovely music (there are lots of 

videos on YouTube and on the same CBeebies webpage) – talk about which 

instruments you can hear.  Drums?  Gongs?   

• Have a go at the Chinese New Year quiz on CBeebies. 

• Try some Chinese food – have you tried noodles before?  Or spring rolls?  Try 

something new, and let me know what you liked, or didn’t like! 

• Have a go at using chopsticks – it’s very tricky.  Can you pick up a noodle with your 

chopsticks? 

https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/make-a-wishing-tree


• Play with cooked (cooled) noodles and uncooked rice.  Uncooked rice is great for 

scooping and pouring, and cooked noodles are great for sensory play and fine motor 

skills.  You could try picking them up with tweezers, forks and chopsticks, and 

snipping them with scissors. 

•  Have a look at Twinkl Go!  This is free to families during lockdown – there are lots of 

great educational games on here that are accessible on all devices, you don’t have to 

download anything, either!  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-go/eyfs-twinkl-go 

• Make your own playdough, and play with it.  The recipe we use at school can be 

found here - https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/playdough-recipe/ 

but there are plenty of others available.  Playing with dough, rolling and shaping it, 

and cutting out shapes, is great for building hand muscles and co-ordination.   

• Let your child loose on your Christmas cards with their scissors – encourage them to 

cut out their favourite pictures from the cards.  They could stick them onto another 

piece of paper to create a collage. 

• Do lots of name-writing!  We practise this every day at Nursery, and it would be 

great to keep this going.  Please encourage your child to write their name on their 

pictures, send notes to family members, label their belongings – maybe even make a 

sign for their bedroom door! 

• Sing number rhymes together.  There are lots here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-

songs/zn67kmn 

if you are struggling to remember any! 

• Count things – whether it’s counting out the right number of knives and forks to lay 

the table, or sharing out snacks, involve your child in all the counting that is part of 

your daily life. 

• Talk and play together! 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-go/eyfs-twinkl-go
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/playdough-recipe/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn

