
 NURSERY HOME LEARNING  w/c 25th January 

Monday 
This week, our new sound is ‘d’.  Watch the video on Tapestry to 
see me introducing the sound.  Have a go at writing ‘d’ yourself.  
Write it in the air with your finger – start in the middle, go back 
and round, now right up to the top, back down, and flick!  Have a 
look at the picture on Tapestry – how many things can you spot 
that begin with the sound ‘d’?  Can you spot a drum?  A dog?  
Does anybody in your family have a name that begins with the 
sound ‘d’?  Perhaps you could have a go at making your own 
drum at home, so that you can do some d…d….d…..drumming.  
Have a look on this website for some great ideas for home-made 
drums 

https://www.fantasticfunandlearning.com/diy-drums-to-go-with-
hand-hand-fingers-thumb.html 

Or you could simply turn a saucepan upside down and use a 
wooden spoon.  Parents – a game I play at school with the 
children, which they all love, goes as follows.  I say a word.  If my 
word begins with the sound ‘d’, they need to play their drum – 
they can keep banging until I hold up my hand, then they must 
stop.  If my word does not begin with ‘d’, they must stay quiet.  If 
you feel up to listening to the drum a lot today, why not have a 
try at home!  It’s really good for their listening skills, and good 
practice for following instructions.   

You could also try the usual phonics activities today.  Try writing 
or painting the sound ‘d’, or get out some flour, shaving foam, 
glitter or sand to write in with your finger.  Make a collection of 
things beginning with ‘d’, or draw or paint a picture of something 
beginning with ‘d’ – how about a duck?  Or a dog?  Or your 
daddy?  I have also attached a ‘d’ activity sheet on Tapestry for 
you to try. 

Tuesday This week we are going to thinking about birds, and in particular, 
birds in winter.  Do you know the finger rhyme ‘Two little dickie 
birds’?  Watch the video of me saying the rhyme with actions on 
Tapestry.  I have also attached a poster for you to print and keep 
if you would like it.  See if you can learn the rhyme today and say 
it with me.  Now that your fingers have had some exercise, we’re 
going to put them to work!  Work through the number formation 
powerpoint I have put on Tapestry.  This shows you how to write 
each number from 1 to 10, and there’s a nice rhyme to go with 
each one too!  If you’re allowed to touch the screen that you’re 
working on, you can follow the green dot with your finger to 
form each number correctly.  If not, draw it in the air!  Now print 
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off the number formation posters that I’ve attached if you can 
(you can always set your printer settings to ‘multiple’ so that you 
can get 4 to a page – see photo on Tapestry) and have a go at 
writing those numbers.  You could use lots of different coloured 
pens to write each number several times, so that you end up 
with lovely rainbow numbers!  Parents, if you don’t have a 
printer, don’t panic – just write the numbers yourself, nice and 
big, in pencil on paper or card, and encourage your child to go 
over them in coloured pens, forming them correctly. 

Wednesday Today we’re going to have a story – Owl Babies, by Martin 
Waddell.  Watch the video of me reading the story on Tapestry.  
Listen to my questions as we go along.  I’ll give you time to 
answer before going on with the story – say your answers to your 
grown up.  When we’ve finished the story, I would like you to 
draw, paint or collage a picture of something that happened in 
the story.  You might want to paint the three little owls sitting on 
their branch.  Or Mummy swooping through the trees, back to 
her babies.  Leave your picture to dry if you need to.  Whilst it 
dries, I would like you to think of a whole sentence that tells me 
something about the story.  You might say ‘The baby owls missed 
their mummy’, or ‘Mummy owl came back’, for example.  Can 
you hear each of the words in your sentence as you say them?  
Say your sentence to your grown up – as you say each word, clap 
your hands, or hold up a finger.  Parents – being able to break up 
the flow of speech into individual words is a really important 
stage in learning to write.  Now have a go at writing your 
sentence on your picture.  Parents, some children may still be at 
the mark making stage, but some will be able to have a go at at 
least the first sound of each word.  You can fill in the rest if they 
need you to!  Don’t forget to write your name on your picture for 
me! 

Thursday In the winter it can be difficult for the birds to find enough to eat 
by themselves.  We can help them by putting out water for them 
and making bird feeders.  You could have a go at making a bird 
feeder today.  You could keep it really simple – thread some 
‘Cheerios’ onto a pipecleaner and loop it round in a circle, then 
hang it in a tree.  Or you could make something more 
complicated – melt some lard and stir in bird seed, chopped 
fruits and raisins.  Let the fat harden a little, then roll it into balls, 
and place on a plate outside, preferably somewhere high up.  
Have a look at the attachment on Tapestry for some more ideas, 
and more detailed instructions.   

Friday Today, many people around the country will be taking part in the 
RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch.  We will be taking part at school, 
and I would love it if you could take part at home, too.  First of all 
you need to print out the tally chart that I have posted on 
Tapestry.  Now watch the video, where I will explain what you 



need to do.  Now wrap up warm, go outside, and find a comfy 
spot where you will be able to sit still for a little while.  If you’re 
lucky enough to be able to see your garden, or a nice outside 
space from a window in your living room or kitchen, you might 
want to sit indoors in the warm instead – this might also mean 
that the birds are braver!  If you made bird feeders yesterday, it 
would be a good idea to watch wherever you have placed these.  
Watch carefully, and each time you spot one of the birds on the 
sheet, draw a mark.  See how long you are able to sit still and 
watch for.  When you have had enough, count up how many of 
each type of bird you spotted.  Can you write the numbers?  
Which type of bird did you spot the most of?  And the least?  
Send me your results on Tapestry if you can.  Maybe you might 
like to make yourself some binoculars from cardboard tubes to 
help with your birdspotting, or use some sheets indoors, or sticks 
and leaves outside, to make your own bird hide!   

 
 

 

Other things to do this week –  

• Listen to Kate McLelland read her story ‘Blackbird, Blackbird’ here 

https://www.facebook.com/katemclellandillustration/videos/234042230995416 

This is a lovely story about what different birds ‘do’. 

• Learn about birdsong!  Listen to the songs of different British birds here  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/bird-songs/what-bird-is-that/  

When you’ve listened to a few, why not go outside and spend some time listening 

out for any birdsong you can hear in your garden, or at the park?  Can you recognise 

any of the birds from their songs?  

• Make paper plate birds.  Fold a paper plate in half – you will now have a rocking 

semi-circle, that should stand up!  Stick on a beak and some eyes, and use materials 

you have at home to collage your bird’s body. 

• Make some ‘transient art’ – this is essentially making a collage from objects that you 

own, or find, and recording it as a photograph, rather than sticking the items down.  

You might make a winter tree from twigs, for example.  These look even better if you 

make a frame from bits of wood or card, and build your picture inside.  I will pop 

some examples on Tapestry for you. 

• Have a go at some yoga.  We use ‘Cosmic Kids Yoga’ at school, which you can find on 

YouTube.  Maybe you could go on a jungle adventure this week! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4CaR0syf1g 
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• Have a look at Twinkl Go!  This is free to families during lockdown – there are lots of 

great educational games on here that are accessible on all devices, you don’t have to 

download anything, either!  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-go/eyfs-twinkl-go 

• Make your own playdough, and play with it.  The recipe we use at school can be 

found here - https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/playdough-recipe/ 

but there are plenty of others available.  Playing with dough, rolling and shaping it, 

and cutting out shapes, is great for building hand muscles and co-ordination.   

• Let your child loose on your Christmas cards with their scissors – encourage them to 

cut out their favourite pictures from the cards.  They could stick them onto another 

piece of paper to create a collage. 

• Do lots of name-writing!  We practise this every day at Nursery, and it would be 

great to keep this going.  Please encourage your child to write their name on their 

pictures, send notes to family members, label their belongings – maybe even make a 

sign for their bedroom door! 

• Sing number rhymes together.  There are lots here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-

songs/zn67kmn 

if you are struggling to remember any! 

• Count things – whether it’s counting out the right number of knives and forks to lay 

the table, or sharing out snacks, involve your child in all the counting that is part of 

your daily life. 

• Talk and play together! 
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