
NURSERY HOME LEARNING w/c 22nd
February

Monday
This week, our new sound is ‘o’.  Watch the 
video on Tapestry to see me introducing the
sound.  Have a go at writing ‘o’ yourself.
It’s a lovely easy one. Write it in the air 
with your finger – start at the top, back 
and round, then all the way back to where 
you started! How many things can you think 
of that begin with the sound o? Can you 
think of a colour which is also a fruit?  
Can you think of anything that lives in the 
sea? Try writing or painting the sound ‘o’, 
or get out some flour, shaving foam, glitter 
or sand to write in with your finger.  
Perhaps you could also try painting or 
making an octopus!  You could stuff old 
socks or tights with newspaper to make his 
legs – do you know how many legs he will 
need? You might want to listen to the story 
‘Octopus Socktopus’ by Nick Sharratt, which 
you can find here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyzplzZPqss

I will attach an ‘o’ activity sheet on 
Tapestry for you to have a go at if you’d 
like to. You might also like to have a go at 
doing the ‘o’ cutting and sticking activity 
from Monday 8th if you chose not to do it 
then.  This online game would also be a good 
one to try today

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go/resource/tg-ga-
156-level-2-phonics-game-show

If your child isn’t yet able to read all of 
the sounds, you can give them the three 
options and use it as an exercise in 
listening for the initial sound in each word 
instead.

Tuesday Today is a special day.  Its proper name is 
Shrove Tuesday, but you might call it 
Pancake Day!  Shrove Tuesday is the day 
before the Christian time of Lent begins.  
During Lent, the 40 days and nights before 
Easter, Christians would traditionally give 
up rich foods, so they would use up their 
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eggs, milk and butter by making pancakes.  
If you are able to, I’d love you to have a 
go at making some pancakes today.  You might 
make them for breakfast, or have them at tea 
time – it’s up to you!  Watch the video of
me making pancakes on Tapestry.  I will pop 
some instructions on Tapestry for you, or 
you can follow your own recipe.  With a 
grown-up’s help, have a go at tossing a 
pancake.  It’s quite tricky, as pans are 
very heavy, so you might need your grown-up 
to hold the pan with you.  I’d love to see a 
video of you having a go!  Then you might 
want to have a go at the sequencing activity 
attached.  Can you remember how you made 
your pancakes?  There is a poem by Christina 
Rossetti that goes like this -
“Mix a pancake, stir a pancake, pop it in a 
pan.  Fry the pancake, toss the pancake, 
catch it if you can!”  Can you learn this 
poem, and its actions, today? I will also 
attach a pancake pencil control activity on 
Tapestry – can you help the pancakes get to 
their pans?

Wednesday Today we’re going to be thinking about 
careful counting.  Can you remember how we 
make sure we are doing careful counting when 
we’re counting objects?  It’s really 
important that we only count each object 
once, and give one number to each thing.   
If we are counting things we can move, like 
buttons, or small toys, it helps if we put 
them in a straight line, so that we can see 
what we’ve already counted.  Or, we can move 
the things from one pile to another, to show 
which ones we have counted, and which we 
still need to count.  If we’re counting 
pictures of things on paper, we can cross 
out the pictures we have already counted, or 
use something to cover them.  Watch the 
video of me doing some careful counting on 
Tapestry.  There are lots of different ways 
you can practise your careful counting 
today.  If you have a muffin tin and some 
cupcake cases at home, pop a case in each 
space in the tin.  Then ask a grown up to 
put some small things in each one.  If you 
are confident with your numbers, you might 
want to go up to as many as 15, or 20.  If 
you’re happier with numbers under 10, then 
stick to those.  You might use buttons, 



pennies, raisins or pompoms, for example.  
Now you need to take each cupcake case in 
turn, take out the contents, and count how 
many there are.  For an extra challenge, you 
could then try writing the correct number in 
the bottom of the case.  Alternatively, your 
grown up could arrange other collections of 
things for you to count – socks in a laundry 
basket, marbles in a dish, grapes in your 
bowl!  Then have a go at the pancake peg 
activity on Tapestry.  Print the cards onto 
card, or stick them onto card afterwards to 
make them stronger.  Count how many pancakes 
are on each card, then peg a clothes peg 
onto the correct answer.  If you don’t have 
any pegs, you could simply circle the right 
number, although your cards won’t then be 
re-usable.  

Thursday On Tapestry today, I am going to be telling 
you the story of The Runaway Pancake.  Watch 
the video.  Does this story remind you of 
another story we’ve read together?  It 
reminds me of The Gingerbread Man!  Today 
you’re going to have a go at making your own
zigzag book.  I’d like you to tell the story 
of who chased the pancake.  I will show you 
how to make your book in the second video on 
Tapestry.  I’ve attached some pictures from 
the story, in case you would like to cut 
them out and stick them into your book in 
the right order.  You can certainly draw 
your own pictures, though, if you would like 
to.  Once your pictures are in, you can 
write who was chasing the pancake on each 
page.  Listen out for the sounds you can 
hear each time.  I will attach a letter 
formation sheet again, in case you would 
like a reminder of how to write each letter.  

Friday Today we are going to think about adding one 
more to any number.  When we add one more, 
we get a bigger number – the number that 
comes next when we are counting. Watch the 
video on Tapestry to see me adding one more 
using the characters from The Runaway 
Pancake.  Now have a look at the home 
learning challenges and have a go at some of 
the practical activities to help you 
practise finding one more.  If you find this 
easy, perhaps you could also have a go at 
finding one less?  Now have a go at the 
‘adding one more’ building brick questions I 



have attached.  Use your building bricks to 
help you to find the answers.  If you don’t 
have any, you could use pennies, counters, 
or even uncooked pasta instead!  Once you 
have done this, try the rocket questions –
can you think of the answer without using 
your counters now?  Remember, you can print 
more than one sheet per page to save paper 
and ink!  If you can’t print, just look at 
the rockets on the screen, and say your 
answer to your grown up, or write it on a 
piece of paper.

Other things to do this week –

∑ Hold a family pancake race!  Make your pancakes, and line 
up in the garden with your (cool) pans.  Race to the end 
of your garden, tossing your pancakes along the way!  
Make rosettes with numbers on, and award them 
appropriately. Find out about the pancake race in the 
village of Olney.  There are lots of videos online.

∑ Learn the rhyme ‘Pat-a-cake’ with clapping actions 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listen-and-
play-pat-a-cake/zrryt39

∑ Squeeze the juice from lemons for your pancakes – great 
exercise for your finger muscles!  Then use the lemon 
‘shell’ to do some printing – dip it into paint and see 
if you can make some lovely patterns.  You might want to 
try using other fruits for printing, too.  

∑ Set up a pancake café in your living room or kitchen!  
You can use real pancakes, or make pretend ones from 
paper or fabric.  Write a menu, so that your family can 
choose their favourite toppings.  Don’t forget to write 
down how many pennies each topping will cost!  Your 
customers can use play money or real pennies to pay for 
what they’ve ordered!

∑ Practise writing your name every day – label your 
pictures, stick the letters of your name to building 
bricks or blocks and practise ordering them, make the 
letters of your name from playdough or even cooked 
spaghetti, spot the letters of your name in old 
newspapers and magazines, cut them out and stick them in 
the right order, send notes to family and friends and 
sign your name – there are so many ways to do this!

∑ Have a look at Twinkl Go!  This is free to families 
during lockdown – there are lots of great educational 
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games on here that are accessible on all devices, you 
don’t have to download anything, either! 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-go/eyfs-twinkl-
go

∑ Make your own playdough, and play with it.  The recipe we 
use at school can be found here -
https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/playdough-recipe/
but there are plenty of others available. Playing with 
dough, rolling and shaping it, and cutting out shapes, is 
great for building hand muscles and co-ordination.  

∑ Use scissors – cut up leaves, snip playdough, cut out 
pictures from magazines, practise cutting along lines and 
around shapes.

∑ Sing number rhymes together.  There are lots here
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-
counting-songs/zn67kmn
if you are struggling to remember any!

∑ Count things – whether it’s counting out the right number 
of knives and forks to lay the table, or sharing out 
snacks, involve your child in all the counting that is 
part of your daily life.

∑ Talk and play together!
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